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EPIPHANY is the season of Jesus’ appearance and manifestation as Lord of the world. Epiphany climaxes with the scene on the mountain where Jesus is transfigured. The Epiphany season ends as it began: with God’s voicer, “THIS IS MY SON; LISTEN TO HIM!”
For Christ, and for the disciples, this was preparation for his death in Jerusalem. Transfiguration leads us into Lent and Easter, to the cross and empty tomb!  Today we see the glory of God in Christ: in our worship, in our lessons, in our prayers; but most vividly and personally in bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ for us. This is his glory…and ours!

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany                                    2 March 2025 
Markham Lutheran Church, 3518 W. 160th St., Markham, Illinois 60428
E-mail: Markhamlutheranchurch@gmail.com   708-331-4885
  Website: http://www.markhamlutheranchurch.org/
Pastor Larry Schneekloth
     Service of the Word
        
               537 Beautiful Savior
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Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

             The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

           Kyrie	LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis	LSB 187
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           Collect of the Day
 P	Let us pray.  O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
              C	Amen.


            Old Testament Reading	Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil o mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke directly with God.

29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 99
1The Lord reigns; let the peoples | tremble!*
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the | earth quake!
2THE LORD IS GREAT IN | ZION;*
HE IS EXALTED OVER ALL THE | PEOPLES.
3Let them praise your great and | awesome name!* Ho- | ly is he!
4THE KING IN HIS MIGHT LOVES | JUSTICE.* YOU HAVE ESTABLISHED EQUITY; YOU HAVE EXECUTED JUSTICE
AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN | JACOB.
5Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his | footstool!* Ho- | ly is he!
6MOSES AND AARON WERE AMONG HIS PRIESTS,
SAMUEL ALSO WAS AMONG THOSE WHO CALLED UP- | ON HIS NAME.*	THEY CALLED TO THE LORD, AND HE | ANSWERED THEM.
7In the pillar of the cloud he | spoke to them;* they kept his testimonies
and the statute that he | gave them.
8O LORD OUR GOD, YOU | ANSWERED THEM;* YOU WERE A FORGIVING GOD TO THEM, BUT AN AVENGER OF THEIR WRONG- | DOINGS.
9Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy | mountain;* for the Lord our God is | holy!
            Epistle	2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that[a] was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

           Holy Gospel	Luke 9:28–36
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and  John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
 P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

         413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

Text and tune: Public domain
           The Homily

           Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen
            Prayer of the Church
            ….Lord, in your mercy,
	       HEAR OUR PRAYER.

(last petition:) Into your hands we commend ourselves, and all for whom we   pray,  trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
	           AMEN.

          415 Jesus on the Mountain Peak
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Text: © 1977 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001341
Tune: © 1998 Theodore A. Beck. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001341


Service of the Sacrament
The Lord be with you.
AND ALSO WITH YOU.          
Lift up your hearts.
WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
                   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT:
          	HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY.
          	HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.
BLESSED IS HE (+) WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. 
          	HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

Our Lord Jesus Christ....As often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.	  
                     CHRIST HAS DIED. CHRIST IS RISEN. CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.

[bookmark: _Hlk93867230]             Remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  OUR FATHER…

                                                The Holy Communion    
        

       The Thanksgiving and Closing
	O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
          AND HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER.
 We give thanks to you, almighty God, that  you have given us a vision of Christ’s      glory on the mount of Transfiguration, to prepare him, and to prepare us to enter the Lenten season. We thank you that you have again nourished us today with your word and your holy Meal. Continue to strengthen us in our faith in you, and in our fervent love for one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
         AMEN.

             Almighty God bless you, the Father, the (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit.
           AMEN.
                    414 ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here
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Text and tune: Public domain


ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 7pm
Service of Word, Confession and Ashes, and Holy Eucharist


HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO:    Angela Davis 3/4    Meredith Postlewaite 3/6


Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.


THIS WEEK IN THE CHURCH CALENDAR
              3/2: John Wesley, 1791; CharlesWesley, 1788
John was ordained a priest in the Church of England. Having gathered around him at Oxford a group of scholarly Christians, he became a central figure in the rise of Methodism. In 1735, with his brother Charles, he went to Georgia; their preaching against the slave trade and gin alienated the colonists, and in 1736 he returned home. On May 24, 1738, John heard a reading from Luther's Preface to Romans at a meeting in Aldersgate Street, and he had the experience of religious conversion. He spent the rest of his life in evangelistic work, traveling widely. In the course of this ministry an increasingly independent organization grew up that was less and less a part of the Church of England. Charles was ordained in 1735; he experienced conversion on May 21, 1738, and entered upon an itinerant ministry. He was a gifted and indefatigable hymn writer. Charles remained faithful to the Church of England. The Wesley brothers helped to revitalize Christianity in 18th century England. Charles died March 29, 1788.
3/7: Perpetua and her companions, martyrs, 202
In 202 Lucius Septimus Severus, Roman emperor, forbade conversions to Christianity. Perpetua and other African catechumens were imprisoned and, after their baptisms, were condemned to execution at the arena in Carthage. According to the contemporary account of the martyrdom, Perpetua and Felicity survived the wild beasts and were killed by the sword, having first exchanged the kiss of peace.
3/7: Thomas Aquinas, teacher, 1274
Thomas was a brilliant and creative theologian and philosopher. When he decided to enter the Dominican order, his family opposed his intention and held him prisoner for 15 months; his vocation persisted and he joined the order in 1244. He taught in Italy and Paris during his relatively short life. He was an incarnation of the Dominican ideal of transmitting the fruits of contemplation to others, which Thomas said was a far greater thing than simply contemplating. His prodigious writings put his stamp on the scholastic tradition of theology, making him one of the most influential of the theologians of the Western church. Certain Eucharistic hymns have generally been ascribed to him; his Eucharistic collect has been used among Lutherans on Maundy Thursday. He died at the age of 49 while traveling to the Council of Lyons.
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