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Be merciful

Today’s Gospel is part of Luke’s version of Jesus’ sermon on the mount. Jesus continues to show us that his life working in us will cause us to act in ways contrary to the ways of the world around us acts. He asks us to love the unlovable, do good to those who deserve no good from us, to be merciful as Jesus himself is merciful.

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany                        23 February 2025 
Markham Lutheran Church, 3518 W. 160th St., Markham, Illinois 60428
E-mail: Markhamlutheranchurch@gmail.com   708-331-4885
  Website: http://www.markhamlutheranchurch.org/
Pastor Larry Schneekloth
          820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
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Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[bookmark: _Hlk187678072]P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

           Kyrie	LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis	LSB 187
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Collect of the Day
P Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading	Genesis 45:3–15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good, to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I 
will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

           Psalm	Psalm 103:1–13
1Bless the Lord, | O my soul,* and all that is within me, bless his | holy name!
2BLESS THE LORD, | O MY SOUL,*
	AND FORGET NOT ALL HIS | BENEFITS,
3who forgives all your in- | iquity,* who heals all your dis- | eases,
4WHO REDEEMS YOUR LIFE | FROM THE PIT,*
	WHO CROWNS YOU WITH STEADFAST LOVE AND | MERCY,
5who satisfies | you with good*so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s.
6THE LORD WORKS | RIGHTEOUSNESS*
	AND JUSTICE FOR ALL WHO | ARE OPPRESSED.
7He made known his ways to | Moses,* his acts to the people of | Israel.
8THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND | GRACIOUS,*
	SLOW TO ANGER AND ABOUNDING IN | STEADFAST LOVE.
9He will not | always chide,* nor will he keep his anger for- | ever.
10HE DOES NOT DEAL WITH US ACCORDING | TO OUR SINS,*
	NOR REPAY US ACCORDING TO OUR IN- | IQUITIES.
11For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,*
	so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him;
12AS FAR AS THE EAST IS | FROM THE WEST,* SO FAR DOES HE REMOVE OUR TRANSGRES- | SIONS FROM US.
13As a father shows compassion to his | children,*
	so the Lord shows compassion to those who | fear him.
Epistle	1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed we speak of the “resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body….42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel	Luke 6:27–38
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C Glory to You, O Lord.


27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Judging Others 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.


           The Homily

           Offertory	LSB 192
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
….Lord, in your mercy,
	HEAR OUR PRAYER.

(last petition:) Into your hands we commend ourselves, and all for whom we          pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
	 AMEN.
(Share the Peace of the Lord)
       Service of the Sacrament

             The Lord be with you.
          AND ALSO WITH YOU.
         
              Lift up your hearts.
           WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD.

               Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
           IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

            Sanctus	LSB 195
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[bookmark: _Hlk93867278]Our Lord Jesus Christ....
As often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.	  
CHRIST HAS DIED. CHRIST IS RISEN. CHRIST WILL COME        AGAIN.
 
Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  OUR FATHER….

The Holy Communion

          
The Thanksgiving and Closing
	
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
 AND HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER.

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that  you have refreshed us through    your holy Word, and your holy Meal. We ask that you use these gifts to  your church to strengthen us; strengthen us in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
   AMEN.

Almighty God bless you, the Father, the (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit.
   AMEN.
          843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001341
Tune: Public domain


          HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK TO LEWIS WITHAM

SUNDAY MARCH 2 IS TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
We will burn palms for Ash Wednesday after worship. 
RETURN PALMS FOR BURNING BY MARCH 2!!

ASH WEDNESDAY IS MARCH 5—WORSHIP WITH CONFESSION AND ASHES AND HOLY COMMUNION AT 7:00PM

CULVER’S EVENING FOR MARKHAM LUTHERAN CHURCH IS MONDAY MARCH 10,  5 TO 8PM.  Volunteers needed!

Wednesday Lenten schedule:  Light supper 6pm  Worship 7pm
March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9
THIS WEEK IN THE CHURCH CALENDAR
2/23: Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, 156
Polycarp, born 69 C.E., is an important link between the apostolic age and the great Christian writers at the end of the 2nd century. Irenaeus reports that Polycarp had conversation with John "and with the rest of those who had seen the Lord." His epistle to the Philippians quotes 1 John, and thus is important for its testimony to the New Testament. A stalwart defender of orthodoxy, Polycarp was arrested during a public pagan festival, refused to recant his faith, and was burned to death. There is an eyewitness account of his death, and it gives this as the day of his martyrdom. His followers ex-pressed their intention to celebrate "the birthday of his martyrdom."
2/23: Bartholomaeus Zieganbalg, missionary, 1719
Zieganbalg, believed to be the first Protestant missionary, was born in 1682 in Saxony. Orphaned at an early age, he came under the influence of the Pietists and studied at Halle. In 1705 King Frederic IV of Denmark sent him and others as missionaries to the Danish colony of Tranquebar on the southeast coast of India. Overcoming numerous obstacles, including poor health, lack of support from the church, and opposition of civil authorities, Zieganbalg established a mission school, a seminary for Indian preachers, and built a church called New Jerusalem, which is still in use. He learned the Tamil language and translated the Small Catechism, the New Testament, parts of the Old, and compiled a grammar. He studied religious conditions in the mission area and wrote studies of South Indian Hinduism. He died at Madras.
2/24:St. Matthias, Apostle
Matthias was chosen by lot to fill the vacancy in the twelve apostles left by the death of Judas. Although he is mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament, the account of his election (Acts 1:15-26) implies he was a follower of Jesus from the beginning of his ministry. Tradition locates his missionary labor in Ethiopia. His feast day in the Greek church is August 9; the Roman calendar has moved his day to May 14 to avoid conflict with Lent; the Lutheran and Episcopal calendars have retained this traditional date. Prayer: Almighty God, you added your servant Matthias to the company of the apostles. Grant that your church may always be taught and guided by faithful and true pastors; through Christ our Lord. Amen. Read: Acts 1:15-26.


2/25: Elisabeth Fedde, Deaconess, 1921
Sister Elisabeth was a Norwegian Lutheran deaconess who established the Norwegian Relief Society to better served the Norwegian-American immigrant community. When she was about 23 years old, she trained as a deaconess at the Lovisenberg Deaconess House in Kristiania under the super-vision of Mother Katinka Guldberg, who had herself been trained at the Fliedner Motherhouse in Kaiserwerth, Germany. In April 1883 she arrived in New York City and helped found the Norwegian Relief Society. In her diary, which was later published, she talks of her work, and especially her ministry to the sick and desperate poor. During her thirteen years in America she accepted the invitation of Midwestern Lutherans to labor in that part of the country, establishing the Lutheran Deaconess home in Minneapolis in 1888. The next year she helped found the Hospital of the Lutheran Free Church. Sister Elisabeth also helped plan a third hospital in Chicago (which opened in 1897), and another in North Dakota. She returned to Norway in 1895 and married a long-time friend, Ole Slettebo.
3/1: George Herbert, priest, 1633
Born in 1593, Herbert was orphaned at a young age. The death of his patron, James I, together with the influence of his friend, Nicholas Ferrar, led him to the study of theology, though he excelled in classical scholarship and music at Cambridge and seemed destined for high political office. He was ordained a priest in 1630 and served as rector of Fugglestone with Bemerton, near Salisbury, for three years. He rebuilt the church with his own funds and known as "holy Mr. Herbert," he was respected throughout the region. His poems breathe a gentle freshness and grace with a profound love of virtue, and some of his hymns are still sung ("Teach me, my God land King," "The King of love my shepherd is," "Let all the world in every corner sing"). He also wrote A Priest to the Temple: or the Country Parson, which describes the clergyman as well read, temperate, given to prayer, and devoted to his flock. Herbert died of consumption March 1, 1633, at the age of 40.
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